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THE STATE  
OF AFRICA

BLAME ME  
ON HISTORY
Revised Edition

Africa is forever on our TV screens, but the bad-news stories massively 
outweigh the good. Ever since the process of decolonisation began in the 
mid-1950s, and arguably before, the continent has appeared to be stuck in a 
process of irreversible decline. 

How did we get here? What, if anything, is to be done? 
Fully revised and updated and weaving together the key stories and 

characters of the last sixty years into a stunningly compelling and coherent 
narrative, Martin Meredith has produced the definitive history of how European 
ideas of how to organise 10 000 different ethnic groups has led to what British 
prime minister Tony Blair described as the ‘scar on the conscience of the world’. 

Authoritative, provocative, and consistently fascinating, this is the 
seminal book on one of the most important issues facing the West today. 

Feeling an exile in the country of his birth, the talented journalist and leading 
black intellectual Bloke Modisane left South Africa in 1959. It was shortly 
after the apartheid government had bulldozed Sophiatown, the township of 
his childhood. His biting indictment of apartheid, Blame Me on History, was 
published in 1963 – and banned shortly afterwards. 

Modisane offers a harrowing account of the degradation and oppression 
faced daily by black South Africans. His penetrating observations and 
insightful commentary paint a vivid picture of what it meant to be black in 
apartheid South Africa. At the same time, his evocative writing transports the 
reader back to a time when Sophiatown still teemed with life.

This 60th-anniversary edition of Modisane’s autobiography serves as an 
example of passionate resistance to the scourge of racial discrimination in our 
country, and is a reminder not to forget our recent past.

PUB DATE 22 January 2024
PRICE R350
ISBN 9781471196416
PAGE E X TENT 784pp
SIZE 198x130 mm
RIGHT S Southern Africa
CATEGORY History

PUB DATE 8 February 2024
PRICE R280
EBOOK PRICE R230
ISBN 9780868522524
eISBN 9780868522531
PAGE E X TENT 304pp
SIZE Demy (210x138mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Autobiography

MARTIN MEREDITH  is a journalist, biographer and historian who 
has written extensively on Africa.

‘You cannot even 
begin to understand 
contemporary 
African politics of 
you have not read 
this fascinating 
book.’  – Bob Geldof

The late WILLIAM BLOKE MODISANE (1923–1986) was a South 
African author, playwright and actor who worked on the staff of Drum 
magazine in the 1950s. 

‘Engrossed and 
fascinated, I turned 
the pages of Blame 
Me on History as 
fast as I could.’     
– Njabulo S Ndebele 

UPDATED 
EDITION

REVISED 
EDITION
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HOW TO FIGHT  
A WAR

LOVE AND FURY
A Memoir

Has any war in history gone according to plan? Monarchs, dictators and 
elected leaders alike have a dismal record on military decision-making, 
from over-ambitious goals to disregarding intelligence, terrain, or enemy 
capabilities. This not only wastes the lives of civilians, the enemy and one’s 
own soldiers, but also fails to achieve geopolitical objectives, and usually lays 
the seeds for more wars. 

Conflict scholar and former soldier Mike Martin takes the reader through 
the hard logic to fighting a conclusive interstate war that solves geopolitical 
problems and reduces future conflict. He outlines how to orchestrate military 
forces, from infantry and information to strategy and tactics. 

Martin explains the unavoidable art of using violence to force your enemies 
to do what you want. It should be read by everyone seeking to understand 
today’s wars, and those wishing to lead us through future conflicts.

Love and Fury traces a woman’s fierce love and righteous rage, unravelling 
entanglements that are at once tender and traumatic. Renowned South 
African crime writer Margie Orford offers candid revelations, both political and 
personal, which have shaped her life and influenced her writing. 

Surviving marriage, divorce, depression, personal loss and sexual assault, 
Orford recounts memories of what she has experienced as a woman, a wife, a 
mother – and particularly as a writer.

Love and Fury demonstrates the enduring, debilitating effects of hurt 
and harm, but at the same time it exemplifies the power of love, self-belief and 
self-reflection, ultimately offering a message of hope. 

This book is for every person who has experienced passion and wrath – 
and who looks beyond this to the light.

‘This book kept me alive.’

PUB DATE 21 February 2024
PRICE R285
EBOOK PRICE R240
ISBN 9781928248279
eISBN 9781928248286
PAGE E X TENT 264pp + 16 pp maps  
and illustrations section
SIZE UK PB (216x138 mm)
RIGHT S Southern Africa
CATEGORY: Military Science

PUB DATE 4 March 2024
PRICE R300
EBOOK PRICE R200
ISBN 9781776190881
eISBN 9781776190898
PAGE E X TENT 288pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S Southern Africa
CATEGORY Biography & Memoir

MIKE MARTIN is a conflict scholar, former soldier and military author. 
MARGIE ORFORD is an internationally acclaimed writer and an 
award-winning journalist.

‘Mike Martin 
expertly explains 
the basic principles 
underpinning 
the successful 
deployment of 
armed force in 
war and this is 
precisely why this 
book ought to be 
read far and wide.’  
– Prof. Abel Esterhuyse, 
Faculty of Military Science, 
Stellenbosch University

‘It is breathtaking 
and astonishing  
and beautiful.’  
– Prof. Pumla Gqola, Centre 
for Women and Gender 
Studies, Chair for African 
Feminist Imagination
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CALLED BY  
THE WILD
The Dogs Trained to  
Protect Wildlife

The thrilling story of the conservationist who pioneered the use of dogs in 
combating poachers in South Africa’s game reserves. One of Conraad’s first 
brushes with the reality of life at the frontline of conservation was when he 
shot the leader of a poaching gang in Windy Ridge game reserve in his teens. 

Much of Con’s work involving dogs is a continuous struggle against 
industrial-scale bushmeat poachers, an even greater threat to wildlife than 
rhino horn poachers as the overburdened courts seem interested only in 
endangered species. He also works to catch poachers of critically endangered 
pangolins, the most trafficked animal in the world. 

Con decided to use his almost telepathic rapport with dogs to tackle the 
poaching crisis sweeping South Africa. His first anti-poaching dog, a Weimaraner 
named Zingela, became an inseparable companion. Zingela saved Conraad’s life 
on numerous occasions – once when Conraad was about to be assassinated 
by two fellow rangers hired by poachers. Con’s story is an epic of modern-day 
African wildlife conservation, spiced with adventure, courage and romance.

PUB DATE 13 March 2024
PRICE R340
EBOOK PRICE R280 
ISBN 9781776193349
eISBN 9781776193356
PAGE E X TENT 300pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Biography,  
Wildlife & Nature

CONRAAD DE ROSNER studied nature conservation before 
starting his company, K9 Conservation, where he trains rangers and 
dogs in the fight against poaching.

BIRDS OF 
GREATER 
SOUTHERN 
AFRICA

This spectacular field guide includes all resident, breeding and migrant species 
found in Greater Southern Africa.

Comprising South Africa, Lesotho, eSwatini, Namibia, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia, Greater Southern Africa is a vast 
region and home to a truly extraordinary diversity of avifauna.

The latest in the Helm Field Guides series, Birds of Greater Southern 
Africa describes all 1,170 regularly occurring species that are likely to be 
encountered in the region, from the Wandering Albatross to the Pennant-
winged Nightjar. Featuring 272 colour plates by three of the world’s leading 
bird illustrators, this practical guide also includes concise species accounts 
describing key identification features, status, range, habitat and voice. 
Distribution maps for each species are also included.

Fully illustrated throughout, this is an essential reference guide for 
anyone visiting or living in this wildlife-rich area.

PUB DATE 27 March 2024
PRICE R340
ISBN 9781776193349
PAGE E X TENT 640pp
SIZE UK PB (216x140mm)
RIGHT S Southern African
CATEGORY Wildlife & Nature

KEITH BARNES is a bird tour leader for Tropical Birding. 

TERRY STEVENSON and JOHN FANSHAWE are leading 
avifauna conservationists based in Kenya. 

The definitive 
field guide to 
the birds of the 
Greater Southern 
African region.
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BULLSH!T
50 Fibs That Made  
South Africa 

An outrageous miscellany of lies, myths, untruths, fibs and fabrications that 
tell the woeful history of South Africa. Aimed at offending and entertaining 
everyone in equal measure, this will have South Africans sniggering and 
spluttering into their cornflakes. It will also pique their curiosity. 

The lies come thick and fast, like a burst sewerage pipe. Way, way 
back the Europeans ‘discovered’ southern Africa and found a land that was 
largely uninhabited. Um, no. On the other hand, Africa was a paradise before 
the settlers pulled in. Not quite! Back in the darkest of ages (the 1970s), 
citizens were told that there were Satanic messages if you played Beatles 
songs backwards. During the civil war in Angola, there were no South African 
troops in that country. National icon Hansie Cronje was a paragon of virtue 
and integrity … until he wasn’t. President Nelson Mandela told us that we, as a 
nation, were ‘special’. Turns out we aren’t. 

PUB DATE 3 April 2024
PRICE R270
EBOOK PRICE R220
ISBN 9781776193110
eISBN 9781776193127
PAGE E X TENT 256pp
SIZE Demy (210 x 138mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY History & Humor

JONATHAN ANCER is an award-winning journalist who has 
worked as a reporter at The Star, a features writer for magazines, and 
a crossword columnist. This is his sixth book.

STARS OF THE 
MORNING
A History of Michaelhouse 
School, 1896-2021

For more than a century Michaelhouse has been one of South Africa’s premier 
senior boarding schools for boys. 

As a diocesan school, set up on the model of the great English 
public schools, from the start Michaelhouse aimed to shape the whole 
boy – academically, spiritually and on the playing field. Stars of the Morning 
chronicles the history of the school, from the indelible imprint left by the two 
world wars to the impact of load shedding and Covid-19. 

In many ways, the history of Michaelhouse mirrors the history of 
South Africa, a young nation moving from colonialism and apartheid to 
democracy. Stars of the Morning interleaves the history of the nation with the 
development of the school, showing how successive rectors navigated the 
challenges of an evolving society. 

Author Gary Ralfe draws on archival sources, interviews and extensive 
research to tell this complex and fascinating story. 

PUB DATE 10 April 2024
PRICE R950
ISBN 9781776192939
PAGE E X TENT 640pp
SIZE HB (300x240mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY History

GARY RALFE is a former Head Boy of Michaelhouse and the former 
managing director of the De Beers Group.
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PRISONERS OF  
JAN SMUTS: 
Italian Prisoners of War  
in South Africa in WWII

Equally skilled in different trades than in the art of love, the Italian prisoners 
of war (POW) who were held in South Africa during WWII have been a source of 
great fascination for many. 

The first Italian Prisoners of War (POW) arrived in the Union of South 
Africa in early 1941 after they were captured by Allied forces in northern and 
eastern Africa. Most were held at Zonderwater Camp outside Cullinan. The 
government of Jan Smuts saw the POWs as a source of cheap labour that 
would contribute to harvesting schemes, road-building projects, and even 
prickly pear eradication.

This book tells the story of the Italian POWs through the eyes of five 
prisoners, who had documented their experiences in memoirs and letters. 
Several Italians chose to remain in South Africa after the war and many, such 
as the artist Eduardo Villa, left an important mark. Others became successful 
businesspeople, like Aurelio Gatti, who established an ice-cream empire.

PUB DATE 10 April 2024
PRICE R330
EBOOK PRICE R270 
ISBN 9781776192847
eISBN 9781776192854
PAGE E X TENT 304pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY History & Military

KAREN HORN is a historian and the author of In Enemy Hands: 
South Africa’s POWs in WWII.

SHOW ME 
THE PLACE
Essays

Show Me the Place is an essay collection searching through history, 
memory and literature to find glimmers of utopia. The collection is a book of 
elsewheres; in it, the author charts a journey to find other liveable places and 
spaces in a troubled world. 

Whether embarking on a bizarre quest to find Cecil Rhodes’s missing 
nose (sliced off the bust of the Rhodes Memorial) or bike-packing the Scottish 
islands with a couple of squabbling anarchists; whether learning to surf (much 
too late) in the wild, freezing waters off the Cape Peninsula or navigating the 
fraught politics of a Buddhist retreat centre – the author explores forgotten 
utopias, intentional communities and islands of imagination with curiosity, 
hope and humour.

 Threaded through the pieces in this collection are questions of 
friendship and human community, of environmental destruction and repair, 
of landscape and memory. Show Me the Place investigates the deep human 
desire to imagine social and environmental alternatives to what we take as 
normal or inevitable. 

PUB DATE 25 April 2024
PRICE R295
EBOOK PRICE R225 
ISBN 9781776193202
eISBN 9781776193219
PAGE E X TENT 280pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Literary Essays

HEDLEY TWIDLE is a writer, teacher and researcher.

‘Hedley Twidle’s 
work is exquisitely 
crafted, clever, 
self-deprecating, 
and, above all, 
deeply thoughtful. 
We are lucky to 
have a writer of his 
calibre working on 
contemporary South 
African material.’ 
–  Jonny Steinberg
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HOW TO FIX 
(UNF*CK) A 
COUNTRY
6 Things to Reboot  
South Africa

After state capture, South Africa is f*cked not in a good place. The system is 
down so how do we reboot? 

We aren’t the first country to find itself in a difficult spot so we can ask 
ourselves why have some countries been successful and others not so much? 
How can South Africa pick itself up to become a thriving state? Roy Havemann 
answers these questions in this engaging, accessible book and argues that 
right now we need to focus on six basics: Eskom, Education, the Environment, 
Exports, Equality and Ethics. 

It’s time to stop raking over the coals of who is to blame for our problems 
and focus on the future, looking at how other countries have overcome 
challenges similar to ours and how we can practically implement a set of 
policies that will get South Africa back on track. 

PUB DATE  2 May 2024
PRICE R310
EBOOK PRICE R270 
ISBN 9781776193417
eISBN 9781776193424
PAGE E X TENT 232pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Politics & Current Affairs

ROY HAVEMANN is the CEO of Krutham and a consultant. 

‘ ... takes the 
reader on a 
Malcolm Gladwell- 
esque journey 
through economics, 
history and across 
the world to show 
that there are 
solutions to SA’s 
problems, if only 
we care to look.’  
– Carol Paton

Written with 
bestselling author 
Sue Nyathi 

POSITIVELY ME
Daring to Live and Love 
Beyond HIV

 Nozibele grew up in small family in PE. She had a strict Christan mother who 
raised her to be a good girl. She lived up to her mother’s expectation until she 
was diagnosed with HIV.   At the time she had only had one sexual partner, her 
long-term boyfriend. But he was a serial cheater and verbally abusive, their 
relationship ended soon after she confronted him. 

Fearing stigma and needing to maintain her “good girl” image she kept 
her HIV status a secret. Young, isolated, and facing an existential crisis, she 
quickly fell into depression. And so began the fight of her life, a journey to find 
herself, accept herself and fulfil her purpose. Six years later she came out to 
the world and her life changed in ways she never could imagine.

PUB DATE 8 May 2024
PRICE R310
EBOOK PRICE R270 
ISBN 9781776193387
eISBN 9781776193394
PAGE E X TENT 256pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Biography & Memoir

Nozibele Qamngana-Mayaba is an HIV activist, inter-
nationally recognised podcaster, and the host of #YesIHaveHIV. She is 
also a speaker, a wife and a proud mom.

May   |  12 May   |  13 



FINDING 
ENDURANCE
Shackleton, My Father 
and a World Without End

When Ernest Shackleton’s ship Endurance was discovered below the Antarctic 
ice in March 2022, 106 years after it sank, the world thrilled anew with one of 
the greatest survival stories of all time.

 Acclaimed South African writer Darrel Bristow-Bovey has a deeply 
personal relationship with the story of Endurance and in this lyrical journey into 
past and present, into humanity and the natural world, above and below the 
Antarctic ice, he revisits the famous story wondering why it seems to mean 
more today than ever before.

Drawing on literature, natural history, personal memoir and the thrilling 
epics of polar adventure, this is a celebration of the human spirit. If this story 
tells us anything, it’s that in the face of self-inflicted natural disaster, we can 
still pull off a miracle or two. From the bottom of the Weddell Sea, Endurance 
still whispers that not all is lost, and not forever.

PUB DATE  8 May 2024
PRICE  R265
ISBN  9781776193837
PAGE E X TENT  352pp
FORMAT  TPB (233 x 152mm)
RIGHT S  Southern Africa
CATEGORY  History

DARREL BRISTOW-BOVEY  is a prize-winning screenwriter, 
travel writer and columnist. 

‘Engaging and 
absorbing, a tale 
about exploring the 
cold told with much 
warmth.’ – Mick Herron

‘Tender, heartfelt and 
lyrical.’ – Petina Gappah

‘If you only read 
one book about 
Shackleton and his 
brave obsession with 
the Antarctic, make it 
this one.’ – Sunday Times

PB
 EDITION

THE WOLF HUNT
Nazi Terror in South 
African Waters 

July–Oct 1941 

Lt Jack Pembroke commands a small, anti-submarine flotilla in Simon’s 
Town. But he has precious little time to prepare his men and his ships for the 
arrival of Nazi U-boats sent to cripple the Cape convoy route, which is vital to 
supplying Allied forces in World War II. 

Aboard one of the U-boats is a South African spy to be landed on the 
coast near Cape Town and begin a campaign of sabotage, assassination and 
rebellion bent on toppling the pro-British government of Prime Minister Smuts. 

Jack must now to escort a vital convoy from Cape Town to Durban, but 
the U-boat pack is lying in wait in the storm-ravaged waters off the southern 
tip of the continent …

PUB DATE 15 May 2024
PRICE R310
ISBN 9781776194025
PAGE E X TENT 288pp
SIZE TPB (233 x 152mm)
RIGHT S Southern Africa
CATEGORY Fiction

JUSTIN FOX is the author of more than a dozen books. He is the 
former editor of Getaway magazine.

‘A terrific naval yarn 
– action galore, larger-
than-life characters and 
thoughtful perspectives 
on war ... ‘ – John Maytham
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HUNTING 
THE SEVEN
How the Gugulethu  
Seven Assassins  
Were Exposed

Never have seven people been so hunted. By assassins. By journalists and 
lawyers in search of the truth and then TRC investigators wanting justice for 
the victims’ families.  

In 1986, seven young men were shot and killed by police in Gugulethu 
in Cape Town. The nation was told they were a ‘terrorist’ MK cell. An inquest 
followed, then a dramatic trial in 1987 and another inquest in 1989. Finally, ten 
years later, Eugene de Kock’s Vlakplaas unit was exposed at the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission for having planned and executed the cold-blooded 
killings. Yet  their real agenda remained a mystery.

In Hunting the Seven, Beverley Roos-Muller sifts through the evidence 
and, interviewing many of those involved, reveals that it was Vlakplaas’s only 
operation in the Western Cape and behind it lay a shocking secret.   

PUB DATE 22 May 2024
PRICE R320
EBOOK PRICE R280 
ISBN 9781776193509
eISBN 9781776193516
PAGE E X TENT 224pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY History

DR BEVERLEY ROOS-MULLER is a veteran journalist, broad-
caster and former academic. She is the author of Bullet in the Heart.

CRASH 
AND BURN
A CEO’s Crazy 
Adventures in the 
Airline Industry

You’ll never think of flying in South Africa the same again. 
This is an insider’s tale of the SA airline industry over the past thirty 

years, as told by Glenn Orsmond, and particularly the story of the dramatic 
collapse of  Comair in 2022. 

Orsmond takes the reader on a wild ride through the ultra-competitive 
sector of low-cost airlines that boomed in the 1990s. Comair – which operated 
kulula and British Airways – and 1time were at the forefront of this new wave 
of airlines.  

But after some incredible highs and lows, Comair crashed on 
Orsmond’s watch. 

Expect tales of industry legends and innovation but also of competitors 
trying to gut each other, battles between pilots and accountants, and warfare 
between shareholders and directors in boardrooms.

PUB DATE 3 June 2024
PRICE R310
EBOOK PRICE R270 
ISBN 9781776193226
eISBN 9781776193232
PAGE E X TENT 208pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Business

GLENN ORSMOND was a co-founder of 1time and did three stints at 
Comair – twice as CEO – in a career spanning more than 30 years. 
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DIE GROOT 
AFRIKAANSE 
BLOKRAAIBOEK

Verkies jy blokraaie waar die leidrade binne of buite die raaisel staan, 
koderaaisels of sudoku? Die Groot Afrikaanse Blokraaiboek bevat dit alles! 

Hierdie versameling bevat meer as 200 van die beste blokraaisels en 
ander speletjies wat in Media24 se gewilde tydskrifte verskyn het. Dit beloof 
om jou ure lank te vermaak en uit te daag. 

Whether you prefer crossword puzzles where the clues are inside or outside 
the crossword, codebreakers or Sudoku, Die Groot Afrikaanse Blokraaiboek 
has got it all!

This collection brings together 200 of the best crossword puzzles and 
other games that have appeared in Media24’s popular Afrikaans magazines 
and it promises to keep you entertained and challenged – in a good way! – for 
hours on end.

PUB DATE  5 June 2024
PRICE  R220
ISBN  9781776194032
PAGE E X TENT  352pp
FORMAT  TPB (233 x 152mm) 
RIGHT S  World
CATEGORY  Games

GERDA ENGELBRECHT stel blokraaisels op 
vir Huisgenoot en YOU, Landbou-weekblad, SARIE, 
Tuis/Home, Weg/Go, Die Burger, Beeld, Netwerk24 
en News24. 

GERDA ENGELBRECHT’s crosswords have 
appeared in Huisgenoot and YOU, Landbou-
weekblad, SARIE, Home/ Tuis, Go/ Weg, Die Burger, 
Beeld, Netwerk24 and News24. 

OVER 200 
PUZZLES!

Meer as 200 
blokraaisels en 
speletjies saam 
in een boek!

WINNIE & 
NELSON
Portrait of a Marriage

Nelson Mandela has been written about by many biographers and historians. 
But his marriage to Winnie Madikizela-Mandela remains largely untold.

During his imprisonment, Nelson grew ever more in love with an idealised 
version of his wife, courting her in his letters as if they were young lovers. But 
Winnie, every bit his political equal, found herself increasingly estranged from 
her jailed husband’s politics. Behind his back, she was trying to orchestrate an 
armed seizure of power, a path he feared would lead to an endless civil war.

Steinberg tells the tale of this unique marriage, turning the course of 
South African history into a page-turning political biography. Winnie and Nelson 
is a modern epic in which trauma doesn’t affect just the couple, but an entire 
nation – a Shakespearean drama in which bonds of love and commitment 
mingle with timeless questions of revolution. 

Steinberg tells this story with power and tender emotional insight, 
revealing how far these forever entwined leaders would go for each other, and 
also where they drew the line. For in the end both knew theirs was not simply a 
marriage, but a struggle to define anti-apartheid itself.

PUB DATE  10 June 2024
PRICE  R310
ISBN  9781776194186
PAGE E X TENT  576pp
FORMAT  PB (129 x 198mm)
RIGHT S  Southern Africa
CATEGORY  History & Biography

JONNY STEINBERG is the author of numerous books about 
everyday life in the wake of South Africa’s transition to democracy. He is 
a two-time winner of the Sunday Times Alan Paton Award.

‘Steinberg’s massive 
essay in political 
biography is unlikely to 
be superseded in a long 
time.’ – J.M. Coetzee, Nobel 
Laureate 2003

‘Only Steinberg could 
have written a book 
in which Winnie and 
Nelson can appear 
both larger-than-life 
and all too human. 
What a book! What an 
achievement!’— Jacob 
Dlamini, historian and author

PB
 EDITION
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HIGH TIMES
The Extraordinary 
Life of a Joburg Dope 
Smuggler

High Times is the true story of Michael Medjuck, whose taste for weed, women 
and the good life led him from late-1960s Johannesburg to notoriety as one of 
the biggest hash and weed smugglers in North America.

Michael built up a smuggling network that supplied dealers in scores 
of cities across Canada and the United States. The proceeds of smuggling 
afforded this former King David High School pupil a lifestyle of hedonistic excess 
– the finest wines, the most glamorous hookers, the best weed in the world.

In 1991, Michael was nabbed by US federal agents while smuggling an 
enormous shipload of Afghani hash into the West Coast of Canada. Put on trial 
as the scheme’s mastermind, Michael was convicted and sentenced to 24 
years behind bars. His US prison experiences, from dingy county lock-ups to 
brutal federal penitentiaries, are the stuff of legend. 

This is Michael’s extraordinary story.

PUB DATE 19 June 2024
PRICE R320
EBOOK PRICE R260 
ISBN 9781776192809
eISBN 9781776192816
PAGE E X TENT 264pp
SIZE TPB (233x152mm)
RIGHT S World
CATEGORY Biography & Memoir

ROY ISACOWITZ is an author and journalist, now retired in Tel Aviv. 
The late JEREMY GORDIN was an award-winning journalist, editor 
and author. 

AMPHIBIOUS SOUL
Finding the Wild in 
a Tame World

A decade ago, natural-history filmmaker Craig Foster was living in a big city 
and felt exhausted, empty and disconnected from nature. To rejuvenate his 
senses, he decided to return to his birthplace – Cape Town – and dive into the 
great African Sea Forest each day. These adventures not only energised and 
grounded him, but enabled him to reclaim the wildness that, he argues, is 
inside all of us.

In this compelling memoir by the creator of My Octopus Teacher, the 
author recounts a life spent exploring the most incredible places on Earth. But 
he also describes his personal struggles to remain present to life, especially 
when catastrophe strikes close to home. He finally reveals how nature’s 
beauty can deepen our love for all living things, whether we live close to nature 
or in the city.

PUB DATE  21 June 2023
PRICE  R380
ISBN  9781776194155
PAGE E X TENT  320pp
SIZE  TPB (233 x 152 mm)
RIGHT S  Southern Africa
CATEGORY  Nature, Spirituality

CRAIG FOSTER is a South African documentary filmmaker, 
naturalist, and founder of the Sea Change Project. His documentary 
My Octopus Teacher won an Oscar in 2021.

‘Amphibious Soul is an 
important book that 
will transform how 
we think about being 
human ... It is a book 
that will inspire hope.’ 
—  Jane Goodall

June   |  20 June   |  21 



COMMANDO
A Boer Journal of the 
Anglo-Boer War

In 1899, Deneys Reitz, then aged seventeen, enlisted in the Boer army to fight the 
British. He had learnt to ride, shoot and swim almost as soon as he could walk. He 
made full use of these skills and the endurance he had acquired in the next three 
years of the war, during which he fought with the Boer commandos.

He was involved in major actions, like the battle of Spioen Kop, and he 
interacted with prolific political and military figures of the time.

Reitz forged a strong personal and political friendship with General Jan 
Smuts after the war, built on reciprocal respect. 

Commando is more than a historical document; it is a literary 
masterpiece that transcends time. With prose that captures both the 
brutality and the beauty of war, Reitz weaves a narrative that resonates with 
authenticity and passion.

As relevant today as when it was first penned, Commando has become 
a South African classic and stands as a testament to the indomitable human 
spirit in the face of adversity. 

PUB DATE  26 June 2024
PRICE  R350
EBOOK PRICE  R280
ISBN  9781776193691
e-ISBN  9781776193707
PAGE E X TENT  TBC
SIZE  TPB (233 x 152mm)
RIGHT S  World
CATEGORY  Military History

PROF. FRANSJOHAN PRETORIUS  is Emeritus Professor of 
History at the University of Pretoria, and the author or editor of eight 
books on the Anglo-Boer War.

DENEYS REITZ  (1882–1944)  
was a Boer soldier, lawyer, author  
and politician. 

The definitive account 
of Commando: A Boer 
Journal of the Anglo-
Boer War, published 
word-for-word as Reitz 
first wrote it; edited and 
annotated by historian 
and Anglo-Boer War 
expert, Professor 
Fransjohan Pretorius.

BOTHA, SMUTS 
AND THE FIRST 
WORLD WAR

Facing internal rebellion and the threat posed by German troops on South Africa’s 
borders, Prime Minister Louis Botha and his deputy, Jan Smuts, led the Union 
Defence Force during the First World War. This first-of-a-kind volume investigates 
the wartime roles of these two legendary yet divisive historical figures. 

The army they commanded gained resilience, experience and battle-
hardiness, adapting to the conditions of the campaigns and the demands of 
the tasks. South Africa’s campaigns were complex and divergent, starting with 
the invasion of neighbouring German South West Africa, moving to East Africa, 
Egypt, Palestine and the devasting fighting at Delville Wood in France. 

Behind Botha’s charming façade and Smuts’s stoic machine, were two 
very human, imperfect men. Together they provide a wonderful lens through 
which to examine the potent forces of the early 20th-century world and the 
country they hoped to forge. 

They fought insurmountable odds and achieved great victories, at home 
and abroad, but also made startling errors and, ultimately, in classical fashion 
risked being crushed by the weight of the world they tried to create.

PUB DATE  26 June 2024
PRICE  R330
ISBN  9781776194131
PAGE E X TENT 322pp
SIZE  TPB (233 x 152mm)
RIGHT S  Southern Africa
CATEGORY  Biography, History 

ANTONIO GARCIA  is an academic and has been published widely 
on military history and strategy. IAN VAN DER WAAG is Emeritus 
Professor of Military History at Stellenbosch University.
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BULLSH!T
50 Fibs That Made  
South Africa
by Jonathan Ancer
narrated by  
Rebecca Davis
ISBN  9781776194124
LENGTH  TBC

BREAKING THE 
BOMBERS
How the Hunt for 
Pagad Created a Crack 
Police Unit
by Mark Shaw
narrated by  
Adrian Galley
ISBN  9781776193264
LENGTH  10h 37m

CHILDREN OF 
SUGARCANE
by Joanne Jospeh
narrated by  
Roshina Ratnam
ISBN  9781776192953
LENGTH  11h 45m

DAISY  
DE MELKER
Hiding Among Killers in 
the City of Gold
by Ted Botha
narrated by Colin Moss 
ISBN  9781776193400
LENGTH  8h 4m

MY YEAR OF  
NOT GETTING 
SH*TFACED 
How I Tried and Failed 
to Give Up Alcohol and 
Learned the Joys of 
Moderation
by Pamela Power
narrated by Tinarie  
van Wyk-Loots
ISBN  9781776193097
LENGTH  8h 5m

LISTEN 
TO OUR STORIES ONKANT! 

‘n Rugbyliefdesverhaal
by Hendrik Hancke
narrated by  
Anrich Herbst
ISBN  9781776193257
LENGTH  5h 48m

RISKING LIFE 
FOR DEATH
Lessons for the  
Living from the  
Autopsy Table
by Ryan Blumenthal
narrated by Colin Moss
ISBN  9781776193165
LENGTH  5h 6m

THE ANC  
BILLIONAIRES
Big Capital’s Gambit 
and the Rise of the Few
by Pieter du Toit
narrated by Joe Vaz
ISBN  9781776192946
LENGTH  7h 34m

THE BUCK THAT 
BURIES ITS POO
And 101 Other 
Interesting Facts 
About SA’s Wildlife
by Quinton Coetzee 
narrated by Charl  
van Heyningen
ISBN  9781776193158
LENGTH  7h 43m

THE CEO 
X FACTOR
Secrets for Success 
from South Africa’s 
Top Money Makers
by KC Rottok Chesaina
narrated by Mark Mwaba
ISBN  9781776193103
LENGTH  8h 42m

A U D I O B O O K S 
from Jonathan Ball Publishers

Available on all  
audiobook platforms
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‘Masterful storytelling that keeps you on the edge of your seat.’  
– Jacques Pauw 

In this meticulously researched new book, the reader is taken 
into the thought processes and consequential actions of the 
assassination of Chris Hani. 

‘Highly relevant today as prosecutors deal with the aftermath of 
State Capture. Fascinating from the first page to the last.’ – Albie 
Sachs, Former Justice, Constitutional Court

In this sweeping biography, based on many hours of interviews 
with Ngcuka, author Marion Sparg uncovers the roots of his 
fearless activism and tells his side of the story.

3 April 2023
R320
9781776192793 (p)
336pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Politics & History
Southern Africa Rights

May 2022
R300
9781776191970 (p)
9781776191987 (e)
408pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Political Biography
World Rights

THE PLOT TO SAVE SOUTH AFRICA
Chris Hani’s Murder and the Week Nelson  
Mandela Averted Civil War
Justice Malala

BULELANI NGCUKA
The Sting in the Tale

Marion Sparg

Johannesburg. Easter weekend. 1993. 
Chris Hani, the charismatic ANC leader, is shot and killed outside his 
home by white supremacist Janusz Walus in an attempt to stop talks 
to transform South Africa into a multiracial democracy. The aim of 
the assassination is simple and chilling: to tip the country into all-out 
civil war. 

Twenty-two-year-old rookie journalist Justice Malala was one of the 
fi rst people at the crime scene and he covered the growing chaos of 
the next nine days – the protests and police brutality, reprisal killings, 
arson and calls for paramilitary units to get combat-ready. 

On the 30th anniversary of Hani’s death, Malala revisits the 
unforgettable events of these nine days. Unspooling political 
history in the style of a thriller, he takes the reader into the thought 
processes and consequential actions of the key players – from 
Nelson Mandela and F.W. de Klerk to dangerous right-wingers 
such as Clive Derby-Lewis, and prominent struggle leaders 
Cyril Ramaphosa, Bantu Holomisa and Tokyo Sexwale.  

Through vivid archival research and revealing original 
interviews, Malala digs into questions that were never 
fully answered amid the tumult of the time: how 
infl uential were far-right elements within the 
government in inciting and even planning 
the assassination? And as the time bomb 
ticked, how did Mandela, De Klerk 
and their close confi dants – despite 
provocation and their own fears – 
work together to choose the path 
of peace?

‘Explosive, unputdownable’ 
– Dumisa Ntsebeza

Chris Hani’s 
murder and

the week
Nelson

averted
Mandela

civil war

‘Masterful storytelling that keeps you on 
the edge of your seat.’ – Jacques Pauw

JUSTICE MALALA

A runaway best-seller, The Stellenbosch Mafia investigates if this 
‘club’ of billionaires officially exists, and also whether the town has 
an outsized influence on South African business and society. 
‘Comrade president, Stellenbosch is a big problem. We know your 
proximity to Stellenbosch … we have not elected Stellenbosch here 
… we have not elected the Ruperts here.’ – Julius Malema 

Bestselling author Pieter du Toit investigates whether secret deals 
were struck between capital and the liberation movement to 
ensure the status quo remains in terms of economic policy. He also 
shows how the ANC was completely unprepared to navigate the 
intersection between business and politics. 

21 March 2021
R250
9781776191390 (p)
9781868429196 (e)
240pp 
PB (198 x 129mm)
Current Affairs & Politics
World Rights

14 October 2022
R300
9781776191345 (p)
9781776191352 (e)
256pp
TPB (233 x 152mm) 
Current Affairs & Politics
World Rights

THE STELLENBOSCH MAFIA
Inside the Billionaire’s Club

Pieter du Toit

THE ANC BILLIONAIRES
Big Capital’s Gambit and the Rise of the Few

Pieter du Toit
OVER

62 000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
15 000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

 ‘A story that makes us all interrogate our humanity and the world 
we build with our actions every day.’ – Trevor Noah

Athlete. Icon. Activist. 

9 November 2023
R320
9781776192236 (p)
9781776192243 (e)
304pp (8pp image section)
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Southern Africa Rights
Biography & Memoir

THE RACE TO BE MYSELF

Caster Semeyna

14 April 2023
R350
9781868428014 (p)
9781868428021 (e)
496pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Biography & Memoir
World Rights

HARRY OPPENHEIMER
Diamonds, Gold and Dynasty

Michael Cardo

‘This book will 
surely be the 
most readable, 
best informed, 
most complete 
account of Harry 
Oppenheimer’s 
life there is ever 
likely to be.’ 

– Bill Nasson, author  
and historian

Bestseller

Taban overcame extreme poverty, racism and xenophobia to 
become the man he is today: a pulmonolgist who made a ground-
breaking discovery with his COVID-19 patients. His inspiring life 
story is one of survival against all odds. 

9 May 2022
R250
9781776191963 (p)
9781776191277 (e)
TBC
PB (198 x 29mm)
Biography & Memoir
World (excl US, Germany, Italy, South Sudan, 

Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Eritrea, 

Ethiopia, Burundi, Somalia, Mozambique)

THE BOY WHO NEVER GAVE UP
A Refugee’s Epic Journey to Triumph 

Emmanuel Taban with  Andrew Crofts

OVER
18000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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19 May 2023
R360
9781776190164 (p)
9781776190171 (e)
576pp + 8pp picture section
TPB (233 x 152mm)
History & Biography
Southern Africa Rights

WINNIE AND NELSON
Portrait of a Marriage

Jonny Steinberg

‘Steinberg’s 
massive 
essay in 
political 
biography is 
unlikely to be 
superseded in 
a long time.’ 

– J.M. Coetzee, Nobel  
Laureate 2003

Bestseller

‘All South 
Africans  
will find this  
essential 
reading.’ 
– Mail & Guardian

1 September 2019
R250
PB (198 x 129mm)
True Stories
Southern Africa Rights

Midlands 9781868429929 
The Number 9781868429912 
Three-letter Plague 9781868429936 
A Man of Good Hope 9781868429905 

‘[Steinberg writes] true, relevant, modern 
narratives conveyed with such eloquence 
and poignancy they acquire almost 
Shakespearean gravitas.’  – The Spectator 

These beautiful classic Steinberg 
favourites are reprinted in paperback 
with beautiful new covers for all to enjoy.

*Also available as ebooks

JONNY STEINBERG SERIES

‘The CEO X factor … offers a fantastic opportunity to drink from the 
pool of excellence.’ – Bonang Mohale

What is the X factor that ensures a CEO’s success? Chesaina 
seeks to uncover the unique personality traits, business acumen and 
leadership values that have turned them into captains of industry. 

15 May 2023
R290
9781776192380 (p)
9781776192397 (e)
288pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Business 
World Rights

THE CEO X FACTOR
Secrets for Success from South Africa’s  
Top Money Makers
KC Rottok Chesaina

Join Nyimpini Mabunda on his journey from his childhood in an 
apartheid-era homeland to the CEO’s office at one of the world’s 
leading businesses, General Electric. Mabunda’s path to the top 
offers insightful lessons and practical advice for anyone who 
wants to succeed in their career, build and lead a business.  

5 May 2022
R295
9781776192007 (p)
9781776192014 (e)
224pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Business
World Rights

TAKE CHARGE
Life Lessons on the Road to CEO

Nyimpini Mabunda

Money nerd Sam Beckbessinger tells it to you straight: how to get 
your shit together and take control of your money, in order to take 
control of your life. She has a plan for you, whatever your financial 
situation – because, as she says, money is simple, but finance 
dudes want you to think it’s hard. 

Sam Beckbessinger, bestselling author of Manage Your Money like a 
F*cking Grownup, brings you a new “mouth washed out with soap” 
edition for teens. Don’t you wish you’d started saving and investing 
when you were younger? Well, this is the book that aims to get kids 
thinking about the basics of money and lay the solid foundation in 
financial education that most of us never had.

15 February 2018
R275
9781868428229 (p)
9781868428236 (e)
248pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Finance
Southern African Rights

1 September 2020
R200
9781776190324 (p)
9781776190331 (e)
Demy (210 x 138mm)
Finance for YA
World Rights

MANAGE YOUR MONEY LIKE  
A F*CKING GROWNUP
The Best Money Advice You Never Got

Sam Beckbessinger

MANAGE YOUR MONEY LIKE  
A GROWNUP
A Guide for Teens

Sam Beckbessinger
OVER

74 000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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MARK SHAW

How the hunt for Pagad created a crack police unit

BREAKING THE 

 BOMBERS

‘Brilliant, compelling 
and important.’ 

– Justice Malala

Author of Hitmen for Hire

Also available as an ebook and audiobook 

M
A

R
K

  S
H

A
W

BREAKING THE BOM
BERS

‘Mark Shaw is the foremost analyst of 
organised crime in SA.’ 

– Jonny Steinberg

At the dawn of the country’s brave new democracy, Cape Town 
was at war. Pagad, which began as a community protest action 
against crime, had mutated into a sinister vigilante group 
wreaking death and destruction across the city. Between 1996 
and 2001, there were hundreds of bomb blasts – most infamously 
at the Planet Hollywood restaurant at the V&A Waterfront – and 
countless targeted hits on druglords and gang bosses. 

The police scrambled desperately to respond. The new ANC 
government was shaken. Citizens of Cape Town lived in fear. 
Who could save the city? 

Mark Shaw tells the incredible tale of how former foes – struggle 
cadres and the apartheid security apparatus – pulled together 
to break the Pagad death squads. Out of this crisis emerged the 
elite law enforcement unit, the Scorpions.

It is a story that has never been told in full. Now many involved 
have broken their silence about this pivotal chapter in South 
Africa’s history, which offers far-reaching lessons on how to deal 
with organised crime today.

Breaking the Bombers 3.indd   All PagesBreaking the Bombers 3.indd   All Pages 2023/08/01   16:042023/08/01   16:04

‘Botha has created an instant classic ... Totally enthralling.  
I devoured it.’— Deon Meyer

Botha weaves together a fantastic cast of killers and con men, 
detectives and lawmen, journalists and authors – even Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Herman Charles Bosman – to depict a grand and 
desperate city.

 

‘Mark Shaw is the foremost analyst of organised crime in SA.’  
– Jonny Steinberg

Shaw tells the incredible tale of how the police’s response to the 
destruction in Cape Town brought together former foes to break 
the Pagad death squads. It’s a story that has never been told in 
full – until now. 

8 May 2023
R290
9781776192779 (p)
9781776192786 (e)
256pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
True Crime & History
World Rights 

18 September 2023
R310
9781776191512 (p)
9781776191529 (e)
272pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
True Crime & History
World Rights 

DAISY DE MELKER
Hiding Among Killers in the City of Gold

Ted Botha

BREAKING THE BOMBERS
How the Hunt for Pagad Created a Crack Police Unit

Mark Shaw

Hiding among killers in the City of Gold

TED BOTHA

Mother. Nurse. Gold-digger. Cause célèbre. When Daisy de Melker 
stood trial in 1932, accused of poisoning her son and two husbands, 
the public couldn’t get enough of her. Crowds gathered outside court 
baying for blood, and she waved to them like a celebrity. 

Against the backdrop of Johannesburg in its golden age, a booming 
metropolis of opulence and chaos nicknamed the ‘City of Gold’ and the 
‘University of Crime’, she had quietly gone about her sinister business 
while around her sensational crimes grabbed the headlines. There was 
the marauding Foster Gang, which left at least ten people dead; 
a dashing German hustler; a local Bonnie and Clyde; an innocent 
student walking in Zoo Lake park at the wrong time and a man who 
escaped death row to become one of South Africa’s most revered 
authors. These interlinking stories are told in the style of a thriller 
and with riveting, kaleidoscopic detail.

In Daisy de Melker, Ted Botha weaves together a fantastic cast of killers 
and con men, detectives and lawmen, journalists and authors – even 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Herman Charles Bosman – to depict 
a grand and desperate city. For almost twenty years Daisy hid in the 
shadows but when someone fi nally spoke up about the suspicious deaths 
around her, it led to a trial like nothing the City of Gold had ever seen 
and spread her name across the world.

‘ . . . shiny, gutsy, 
gritty, and utterly 
electrifying . . .’ 

– LAUREN BEUKES
‘Botha has created 
an instant classic . . . 
Totally enthralling. 

I devoured it.’ 
– DEON MEYER

RYAN
BLUMENTHAL 

Lessons for the Living
 from the Autopsy Table

Also available as an ebook

JONATHAN BALL PUBLISHERS
Johannesburg  •  Cape Town

EVERY CONTACT LEAVES A TRACE: A SINGLE 
STRAND OF HAIR OR A TINY DROPLET OF BLOOD 
CAN BE THE SILENT WITNESS AT A CRIME SCENE. 

Locard’s Exchange Principle underpins all forensic science 
and holds that the perpetrator of a crime will bring something 
to the crime scene and leave with something from it. 

Forensic experts use this principle daily to catch murderers 
and assailants. In Risking Life for Death, South African 
forensic pathologist Ryan Blumenthal offers a master class 
in this singular forensic technique based on real-life case 
studies. With more than twenty years’ experience in the field, 
Blumenthal explains how to look for clues and traces, and 
how what he does not find at autopsy is often more important 
than what he does find. In other words, the absence of 
evidence can sometimes be of greater value than the 
presence of evidence.

His account also highlights the dangers forensic pathologists 
are exposed to daily. As they try to unravel the puzzle of 
someone’s death, forensic pathologists often face life-
threatening infections, toxic gases and the hazards associated 
with high-profile cases – in effect, risking their life to solve 
someone else’s death.

An understanding of Locard’s Exchange Principle can help 
you become a medical detective in your own life, can help 
you be a happier person and can even provide you with a 
better philosophy for growing older, Blumenthal argues.

JB-RiskingLifeForDeath-FullCover-FA.indd   1JB-RiskingLifeForDeath-FullCover-FA.indd   1 2023/05/05   13:372023/05/05   13:37

Every contact leaves a trace: a single strand of hair or a tiny droplet 
of blood can be the silent witness at a crime scene. Blumenthal 
offers a master class in this singular forensic technique based 
on real-life case studies. He also explains the dangers forensic 
pathologists are exposed to daily.

12 July 2023
R280
9781776192687 (p)
9781776192694 (e)
224pp
Demy (210 x 138mm)
True Crime & Forensic Medicine
World Rights

RISKING LIFE FOR DEATH
Lessons for the Living from the Autopsy Table

Ryan Blumenthal

As a medical detective of the modern world, leading forensic 
pathologist Ryan Blumenthal’s chief goal is to bring perpetrators to 
justice. In Autopsy he describes some of the most unusual cases 
he has encountered, shares a few trade secrets and takes the 
readers behind the scenes at the mortuary. 

12 August 2020
R275
9781776190188 (p)
9781776190195 (e)
224pp
Demy (210 x 138mm)
True Crime & Forensic Medicine
World Rights

AUTOPSY
Life in the Trenches with a Forensic Pathologist in Africa

Ryan Blumenthal

Thinking of moving to the UK but don’t know where to start? Fear 
not! Written by a seasoned mover who’s been there, done that and 
even brought back the tea towel, Beckbessinger will hold your hand 
in this guide to moving to the UK.

Be transported to the breathtaking African landscape with this 
gorgeous board book for children featuring real-life, high-quality 
sounds of African bush animals coupled with fascinating facts and 
stunning photographs that appeal to both young and old alike.

8 September 2023
R290
9781776192823 (p)
9781776192830 (e)
242pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Reference & Self Help 
Southern Africa Rights 

24 August 2023
R315
9781776193035 (p)
26pp
Board Book (210 x 225mm)
Children’s Picture Sound Book 
Southern Africa Rights 

MOVING TO THE UK
Concise Guide for South Africans

Sam Beckbessinger

LITTLE BOOK OF SAFARI  
ANIMAL SOUNDS

Caz Buckingham & Andrea Pinnington

‘The totally vital everything-guide I wish I’d had. I’m so grateful 
to have been one of the test subjects for this book, and that 
all Sam’s thoughtful advice, tips, tricks, spreadsheets and 
honestly terrible jokes are now available to everyone . . .’ 

– LAUREN BEUKES 

Thinking of moving to the UK but don’t know 
where to start? Overwhelmed by the information 
coming at you after a Google search? Ba�  ed 
by visa requirements? Worried about how 
your kids and your beloved pet iguana 
would handle it?

Fear not! Written by a seasoned mover who's been 
there, done that and even got the tea towel, Sam 
Beckbessinger will hold your hand in this end-to-end 
guide to moving from South Africa to the land of 

tabloids, tweed and terrible weather.

Inside, you'll fi nd helpful tips, funny anecdotes and 
to-do lists to keep you on track. This guide covers 

everything from the practicalities of fi nding a job 
to the cultural quirks of British life (yes, they 
really are obsessed with tea), equipping you 
with everything you need to know about 
fi tting in on this weird, adorable island.

MOVING 

A concise 

guide for 

South South 
AfricansAfricans

A concise 

MOVING MOVING 

__
__

Quinton Coetzee

and 
101 other 

fascinating facts 
about SA’s wildlife

Also available as an ebook

JONATHAN BALL PUBLISHERS
Johannesburg  •  Cape Town

In The Buck That Buries its Poo, naturalist Quinton Coetzee answers 
these and many other intriguing wildlife questions. He also dispels 
countless myths and elucidates some of the legends that surround 
creatures in the South African bush we thought we knew all about. 
For example, bats do not get tangled in people’s hair (because they are 
far too adept at flying) and elephants are not afraid of mice (but they 
do fear bees!). 

Other tall tales you might hear around the campfire are that lions roll 
in animal dung, entrails or carcasses to disguise their scent, and that 
rhinos have a predilection for stamping out fires. What is true, though, 
is that hyenas are more closely related to cats than to dogs.

This handy guide is based on Coetzee’s own research and that of 
others, and his experience gleaned over decades living close to nature 
and wildlife. It seeks to unravel the mysteries of nature in Africa – 
from mammals and birds to arthropods and plants – with fascinating 
information and fun trivia. It is a book that will enlighten and entertain.

PS: Zebras are black with white stripes!

Quinton Coetzee is a naturalist, bushcraft expert, entrepreneur 
and adventurer. He holds a BSc degree from Rhodes University and has 
presented several popular television wildlife programmes. 

Is a zebra black with white stripes or  
white with black stripes? And why do 
flamingos stand on one leg while bats 
hang upside down? Did you know that a 
chameleon’s tongue can shoot out at five 
times the acceleration of a fighter jet? 

JB-TheBuck-Full-FA.indd   1JB-TheBuck-Full-FA.indd   1 2023/05/08   13:432023/05/08   13:43

‘Finding Endurance is beautiful, thrilling, heroic and kind, a ripping 
yarn and a generous and humane reflection on this business of 
being human.’– Claire Robertson 

DID YOU KNOW? Can elephants jump? No! They are the only 
mammal incapable of jumping.

Coetzee answers these and many other intriguing wildlife 
questions. He also dispels many myths and elucidates some of the 
legends that surround creatures we thought we knew all about in 
the South African bush.  

28 June 2023
R310
9781776192861 (p)
352pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
History
Southern Africa Rights

14 June 2023
R280
9781776192267 (p)
9781776192274 (e)
240pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Wildlife & Nature 
World Rights

FINDING ENDURANCE
Shackleton, My Father and a World Without End

Darrel Bristow-Bovey 

THE BUCK THAT BURIES ITS POO
And 101 Other Fascinating Facts About SA’s Wildlife

Quinton Coetzee
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DALE
HALVORSEN

SAM
BECKBESSINGER

DALE
HALVORSEN

SAM
BECKBESSINGERGirls

oF
LITTLE
HOPE

SAM BECKBESSINGER    DALE HALVORSEN

‘A DARK, STRANGE, AND JOYFUL BOOK ABOUT 
STICKING BY YOUR BEST FRIENDS 

IN THE FACE OF A MONSTROUS WORLD.’
— SAM HUMPHRIES

Three girls went into the woods. Only two came back, 
covered in blood and with no memory of what happened. 

Being fi fteen is tough, tougher when you live in a boring-ass 
small town like Little Hope, California (population 8,302) in 1996. 
Donna, Rae and Kat keep each other sane with the fervor of teen 
girl friendships, zine-making and some amateur sleuthing into the 
town’s most enduring mysteries: a lost gold mine, and why little 

Ronnie Gaskins burned his parents alive a decade ago. 

Their hunt will lead them to a hidden cave from which only 
two of them return alive. Donna the troublemaker can’t 

remember anything. Rae seems to be trying to escape her 
memories of what happened, while her close-minded 

religious family presses her for answers. And Kat? Sweet, 
wannabe writer Kat who rebelled against her mom’s beauty 

pageant dreams by getting fat? She’s missing. Dead. 
Or terribly traumatized, out there in the woods, alone.

As the police circle and Kat’s frantic mother Marybeth starts 
doing some investigating of her own, Rae and Donna will have 
to return to the cave where they discover a secret so shattering 

that no-one who encounters it will ever be the same.

‘Sharp as a DIY-piercing, with a fi erce punk heart – I loved the hell out of this.’ 
– Lauren Beukes

Also available as an ebook

JONATHAN BALL PUBLISHERS
Johannesburg  •  Cape Town

‘Sharp as a DIY-piercing, with a fierce punk heart – I loved the hell 
out of this.’ – Lauren Beukes

Three girls went into the woods. Only two came back, covered in 
blood and with no memory of what happened.

21 June 2023
R280
9781776192076 (p)
9781776192083 (e)
368pp
PB (198 x 130mm)
Fiction
Southern Africa Rights

GIRLS OF LITTLE HOPE

Sam Beckbessinger and Dale Halvorsen

‘Shanti is a heroine that the reader will not easily forget. The story 
that is told here is worth not only knowing but also remembering.’  
– Siphiwe Gloria Ndlovu

6 October 2021
R300
9781776191710 (p)
9781776191727 (e)
360pp
TPB (234 x 152mm)
Historical Fiction
World Rights

CHILDREN OF SUGARCANE

Joanne Joseph

In Years of Fire and Ash: South African Poems of Decolonisation, 
fifty years of protest poetry are brought together in a single 
volume by literary critic and lecturer Dr Wamuwi Mbao. 

15 March 2021
R250
9780868522517 (p)
256pp
Demy (210 x 138mm)
Poetry
World Rights

YEARS OF FIRE AND ASH
South African Poems of Decolonisation

Edited by Wamuwi Mbao

‘A tale of love and abuse that is as powerful as it is elegant – and it 
grips like a vice, too.’ – Ian Rankin

When danger lies in the eye of the beholder, what happens when 
you reject its pull?

25 August 2022 
R325 
9781776192328 (p) 
9781776192335 (e) 
304pp 
TPB (233 x 152mm) 
Fiction
Southern Africa Rights

THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER

Margie Orford

VELD Birds of Southern Africa: The Complete Photographic Guide 
incorporates the latest photographs of, and research and atlas 
information on, all species of birds recorded in southern Africa to 
date.  An essential companion, whether you’re out in the field or 
on the couch at home. The most comprehensive and up-to-date 
photographic guide to Southern African birds to date.

1 August 2022
R695
9781928363125 (p) 
560pp
PB (230 x 165mm) Full Colour, 
Photos Throughout
Wildlife
World Rights

Burger Cillié
Niel Cillié

Phil Penlington
Trevor Hardaker

Karin Wiesler

VAN SUIDER-AFRIKA
Die volledige fotogids

VOËLS
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VELD

Onderskryf deur

• die nuutste inligting oor die 991 
voëlspesies in Suider-Afrika

• bondige inskrywings wat fokus op 
identi� kasie, moontlike verwarring, gedrag 
en habitat, asook verskille in geslag, 
ouderdom, kleurvariasies en subspesies

• opsommende inligting oor elke voëlspesie 
se grootte, kos, status en sosialiteit

• bygewerkte, kleurgekodeerde 
verspreidingskaarte wat elke voël se status 
en digtheid aandui

• ŉ volledige en verkorte register
• ŉ toepassing (app) met voëlroepe en 

addisionele foto’s van kleurvariasies.

VELD Voëls van Suider-Afrika: Die volledige fotogids bring die heel 
nuutste foto’s, navorsing en verspreidingsdata oor alle voëlspesies 
wat tot op hede in Suider-Afrika aangeteken is, byeen.

Hierdie omvattende veldgids bevat nagenoeg 2 000 pragtige 
kleurfoto’s, asook:

Of jy buite in die veld of op die rusbank in jou huis is, is hierdie gids ŉ 
onontbeerlike metgesel.

VELD

Burger Cillié is die skrywer van meer as vyftien veldgidsboeke 
oor Suider-Afrika. Niel Cillié is ŉ bekende voëlkyker, -fotograaf en 
-skrywer. Phil Penlington is ŉ ervare voëlkyker en Trevor Hardaker
is die voorsitter van die BLSA National Rarities Committee. Karin 
Wiesler is ŉ veldgids en kranige voëlkyker.

BirdBookCover2022.indd   2BirdBookCover2022.indd   2 2022/06/06   21:082022/06/06   21:08

VELD BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
The Complete Photographic Guide

Burger Cillié & Authors

ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN AFRIKAANS

Infused with colour, scenes from the Anglo-Boer War suddenly 
come to life in this striking collection of colourised photos from one 
of the biggest conflicts on South African soil.  

The Boer War in Colour contains many iconic photos from the 
war, as well as several previously unpublished images. 

Her unique characteristics and irrepressible enthusiasm flood the 
pages. – Abigail Donnelly

The highly anticipated new cookbook from South Africa’s award-
winning and bestselling cookbook author and chef is back with a 
brand-new collection of over 100 delicious, easy-to-follow recipes! 

13 April 2022
R380
9781776191765 (p)
264pp
HB (260 x 230mm)
History
World Rights

October 2021
R350
9781928363156 (p)
208pp
TPB (265 x 205mm)
Cookery
World Rights

‘Terrific to experience the 
Anglo-Boer War in colour 
– as its participants had so 
many years ago! Without 
question a truly remarkable 
photo album of the war.’ 
FRANSJOHAN PRETORIUS, HISTORIAN

The Boer War in Colour presents a striking collection of colourised 
photos from one of the biggest conflicts on South African soil. The 
Boer War (1899–1902) pitted the two Boer republics of the Transvaal 
and the Orange Free State against the might of the British Army.

This volume covers the conventional phase of the war, from 
October 1899 to September 1900. The photos show the Boer 
incursions into Natal and the Cape Colony, the sieges of Ladysmith, 
Kimberley and Mafeking, and major battles such as Elandslaagte, 
Magersfontein and Paardeberg. There are richly detailed images of life 
on campaign and in camp, of gunners in action and infantrymen on 
the march. Alongside stern-faced burghers are musicians, nurses and 
prisoners-of-war. All have been infused with vivid colour.

The Boer War in Colour contains many iconic photos from the war, 
as well as previously unpublished images. This will be the first book 
to show the conflict in full colour – providing a fresh perspective and 
transforming it into living history. 

JONATHAN BALL PUBLISHERS
Johannesburg  •  Cape Town  •  London

JB-BWinColour-FullCover-FA.indd   2JB-BWinColour-FullCover-FA.indd   2 2022/02/22   11:542022/02/22   11:54

THE BOER WAR IN COLOUR
Conventional War, 1899-1900 l Vol. 1

Tinus le Roux

HOSTING WITH THE LAZY MAKOTI
A Celebration of Food

Mogau Seshoene

Also Available  
in Afrikaans
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HOW 
CLASSIFICATION 
BECAME 
CULTURE

TESSA DOOMS & 
LYNSEY EBONY CHUTEL

‘This is a book for Coloured people, by Coloured 
people, a book of Coloured and colourful stories 
from varied corners of the South African vista, 

past, present and future.’

What does it mean to be Coloured? Who are Coloured people? 

Are they San or Khoe, Malay or mixed, and where in South Africa 

do they fit in? And then the enduring, but also insulting, question: 

do Coloured people even have a culture?

In this book, Tessa Dooms and Lynsey Ebony Chutel challenge 

the notion that Coloured people do not have a distinct heritage or 

culture – that they are neither Black nor White enough – and present 

a di� erent angle to that narrative. They delve into the history of 

Coloured people as descendants of indigenous Africans and as a 

people whose identity has been shaped by colonisation and slavery, 

and unpack the racial and political hierarchies these forces created.

Although this book examines a di� icult history, it is also about 

the culture that Coloured communities have created for themselves 

through food, music and shared lived experiences. This culture is 

an act of defiance and resilience.

Coloured is a reflection on, and celebration of, Coloured identities 

as lived experiences. It is a call to Coloured communities to reclaim their 

identity – and an invitation to understand the history of Coloured people 

and their place in the making of South Africa’s future.

TESSA DOOMS is a sociologist, political analyst and development practitioner. 

LYNSEY EBONY CHUTEL is a multimedia journalist and a writer. 

They both grew up in Eldorado Park in Johannesburg.

Coloured is a reflection on and celebration of Coloured identities 
as lived experiences. It is a call to Coloured communities to reclaim 
their identity and an invitation to understand the history and place 
of Coloured people in the making of South Africa’s future.

1 September 2023
R270
9781776191499 (p)
9781776191505 (e)
224pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Memoir & History
World Rights

COLOURED
How Classification Became Culture

Tessa Dooms & Lynesey Ebony Chutel

A secret torment for some, a proud responsibility for others, 
so-called black tax is a daily reality for thousands of black South 
Africans. In this thought-provoking and moving anthology, a 
provocative range of voices share their deeply personal stories.

September 2019
R260
9781868429745 (p)
9781868429752 (e)
272pp
Demy (210 x 138mm)
Current Affairs
World Rights

BLACK TAX
Burden or Ubuntu?

Niq Mhlongo (Editor)

Don’t Upset ooMalume! captures the essence of Xhosa heritage 
and culture, and explores different aspects of village life.

22 July 2022
R270
9781776192113 (p)
9781776192120 (e)
272pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Cultural Studies
World Rights

DON’T UPSET OOMALUME
A Guide to Stepping Up Your Xhosa Game

Hombakazi Mercy Nqandeka

This memoir is at heart a chronicle of a coming-of-age, and while 
well-known South African political figures appear in these pages, it 
is an intimate story, a testament to family bonds and sisterhood.

‘Brutally and uncompromisingly honest, Sisonke’s beautifully 
crafted storytelling enriches the already extraordinary pool of 
young African women writers of our time.’ – Graça Machel

July 2019
R250
9781868429363 (p)
9781868428496 (e)
352pp
PB (198 x 129mm)
Biography & Memoir
Southern Africa Rights

ALWAYS ANOTHER COUNTRY
A Memoir of Exile and Home

Sisonke Msimang

JONATHAN BALL PUBLISHERS
Johannesburg • Cape Town • London

Also available as an ebook

DONT UPSET OOMALUME cover FA.indd   1 2022/06/17   09:17

With growth stalling, joblessness at crisis levels, and governance 
unravelling, most South Africans cannot fathom why the ANC does not 
embark on meaningful reform. The NDR is the key to understanding 
the ruling party’s determination to take the country by incremental 
steps from capitalism to socialism rule over some 30 years.

19 July 2023
R350
9781776192915 (p)
9781776192922 (e)
392pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Politics & History
World Rights

COUNTDOWN TO SOCIALISM
The National Democratic Revolution in  
South Africa Since 1994
Anthea Jeffrey

Fortunes describes how remarkable Afrikaners and other business 
leaders, such as Koos Bekker, and a number of commercial farmers, 
built their empires. It looks at their life and business philosophies 
and what makes them such successful entrepreneurs. 

30 April 2021
R310
9781868427543 (p)
9781868427550 (e)
360pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Business & Current Affairs
World Rights

FORTUNES 
How Afrikaner Tycoons Made Their Millions

Ebbe Dommisse

ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN AFRIKAANS

‘I am greatly privileged to have known him and to have fallen 
under his spell. His long imprisonment, restriction and early death 
were a major tragedy for our land and for the world.’ – Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu 

15 June 2015
R320
9781868426812 (p)
9781868426829 (e)
420pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Biography & Memoir
World Rights

ROBERT SOBUKWE
How Can Man Die Better (3rd Revised Edition)

Benjamin Pogrund

Hailed in the Times Literary Supplement as ‘probably the finest 
piece of non-fiction to come out of South Africa since the end of 
apartheid’, The Dream Deferred is back in print and updated with a 
brilliant new epilogue.

28 April 2022
R310
9781776191734 (p)
9781776191994 (e)
440pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Biography & Memoir
Southern Africa Rights

THABO MBEKI
The Dream Deferred (New Edition)

Mark Gevisser
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Milner: Last of the Empire Builders 
– 9781776191789
Louis Botha: A Man Apart  
–  9781868429226
Jan Smuts: Unafraid of Greatness 
–  9781776191901
Churchill and Smuts: The 
Friendship – 9781868427994

RICHARD STEYN  is a  
bestselling author. 

 *All available in Afrikaans  
and as ebooks

RICHARD STEYN

jan5p.indd   1jan5p.indd   1 2022/01/17   11:582022/01/17   11:58

In First People, archaeologist Andrew Smith examines what we 
know about southern Africa’s earliest inhabitants, drawing on 
evidence from excavations, rock art, the observations of colonial-
era travellers, linguistics, the study of the human genome and the 
latest academic research.

1 February 2022
R250
9781776191598 (p)
9781776191604 (e)
272pp
Demy PB (210 x 138mm)
History
World Rights

FIRST PEOPLE
The Lost History of the Khoisan

Andrew Smith

This readable and thorough history of South Africa, illustrated with 
maps and photographs, is a culmination of a lifetime of researching 
and teaching, collecting stories, taking students on tours around 
the country, and working with distinguished historians. A must for 
all those interested in South Africa, within the country and abroad. 

With 
knowledgeable 
insight and 
precision, Steyn 
skillfully weaves 
captivating 
narratives that 
bring historical 
figures to life.

15 February 2019
R260
9781868429592 (p)
9781868427840 (e)
237pp
PB (138 x 210mm)
History
World excl US & UK

A SHORT HISTORY OF  
SOUTH AFRICA

Gail Nattrass
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ISBN 9-781-77619-270-0

7817769 192700

20 Battles combines both battlefield drama and crisp analysis 
and will provide much-needed perspective on the South Africa 
way of war.

28 July 2023
R320.00
9781928248224 (p)
9781928248231 (e)
336pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Military History 
World Rights 

20 BATTLES 
Searching for a South African Way of War 1913-2013

Every Kleynhans & David Brock Katz

‘John Laband’s book is a greater reward for young minds grown 
cynical about the past.’ – Archie Henderson

In this telling of the Boer invasion, Laband deals even-handedly 
with the warring sides in the conflict. Crucially, he presents the 
less familiar Zulu perspective and explains the decisions taken by 
the Zulu leaders as they grappled with the existential threat of the 
Boer invasion.

3 February 2023
R290
9781776192700 (p)
9781776192717 (e)
T 392pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Southern Africa Rights
History & Biography

THE BOER INVASION OF THE ZULU KINGDOM
1837-1840

John Laband

‘ … an extraordinary tale, elegantly and enthrallingly presented.’  
– Albert Grundlingh

This is a beautifully told account of the fellowship of four 
brothers in war, their capture and their eventual recovery. 

1 June 2023
R310
9781776192748 (p)
9781776192755 (e)
288pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Biography & History 
World Rights 

BULLET IN THE HEART
Four Brothers Ride to War 1899-1902

Beverley Roos-Muller

E V E R T  K L E Y N H A N S  &  D A V I D  B R O C K  K A T Z

Searching for a South African Way of War

EVERT KLEYNHANS & 
DAVID BROCK KATZ

Favouring manoeuvre over attrition and often punching above their 

weight, South African soldiers have become known for their tenacity, 

dash and ability to defy the odds. Their unique directive command 

style has also helped them to excel in defining battles and operations, 

from the campaign in German South West Africa in 1915 to the cross-

border operations in Angola during the Border War.
 

In 20 Battles, military historians Evert Kleynhans and David Brock 

Katz investigate the evolution of South Africa’s armed forces over a 

century from 1913 to 2013. They track the evolution of the doctrine 

and structure of the defence force, uncovering historical continuity 

and the lessons learned from past battles and operations.
 

What is clear is that when South African soldiers have the freedom 

to operate according to their manoeuvre doctrine, as they had in 

East Africa in 1916 and southern Ethiopia in 1941, they can achieve 

stunning results. But when hemmed in by rigid doctrine and a top-

down command style, as at Delville Wood in 1916 and Tobruk in 1942, 

the results can be tragic.
 

20 Battles combines both battlefield drama and crisp analysis 

and in the process provides a much-needed perspective 

on the South African way of war.

‘… an extraordinary tale, elegantly  
and enthrallingly presented.’ 

– ALBERT GRUNDLINGH

BEVERLEY ROOS-MULLER

Four brothers  
ride to war  
1899-1902

‘A precious and rare publication … The moving stories of 
love, longing and suffering provide valuable new insights 
into tumultuous times that helped shape South Africa.’ 

– MAX DU PREEZ

It is nine months this evening since I last saw the light in my 
own house, when I had to tear myself away from all that is 
dear to me. And today is also my little son’s birthday.  
Oh, how I long for home.

So wrote Michael Muller in 1901 as he gazed at the lights of Cape 
Town from a ship bound for Bermuda, after months of internment in 
a British POW camp in Simon’s Town. The camps were full, so Boer 
prisoners were being sent to other parts of the empire. Michael’s 
brothers, Chris and Pieter, were exiled to Ceylon while Lool was held 
in the Green Point camp in Cape Town.

Remarkably, three of the brothers kept diaries, the only known 
instance of this happening in the Boer War. The scrawled notes 
of Chris on the evening after the legendary Magersfontein battle, 
the rain-dashed pages written by Lool in Colesberg, and the angry 
words penned by Michael about his treatment at Surrender Hill 
have the urgency of men determined to go on record. 

When Beverley Roos-Muller began to explore writing about 
the Boer experience of the war, she read the tiny diary of Michael, 
grandfather of her husband, Ampie Muller. It led her to the 
discovery of the other diaries and many more documents. She 
also records the brothers’ difficult return home and examines the 
consequences for South Africa of the bitterness this strife evoked. 

This is a beautifully told account of the fellowship of four 
brothers in war, their capture and eventual recovery.

IN THE

Hitler’s Spies presents an unrivalled account of German 
intelligence networks that operated in wartime South Africa. The 
story of the intelligence war in South Africa during the Second 
World War is one of suspense, drama and dogged persistence. 

16 April 2021
R295
9781776190201 (p)
9781776190218 (e)
280pp
TBP (233 x 152mm)
History
World Rights

HITLER’S SPIES
Secret Agents and the Intelligence War in South Africa

Evert Kleynhans

SEE JBP’S MILITARY CATALOGUE  
FOR MORE MILITARY TITLES



Backlist   |  38 

After an exceptionally wild Mother’s Day where she danced like there 
was no tomorrow, picked a fight with a stranger and collided with the 
floor, Johannesburg scriptwriter and author, Pamela Power, is forced 
to take a hard look at her drinking habits. She realises that although 
she does not need to find an AA group immediately, she might be a 
serial binge drinker and needs to take back control.

In this honest, yet humorous account of her year of not getting 
sh*tfaced, Pamela examines her long relationship with alcohol. She 
is shocked to realise just how much of a crutch alcohol has been for 
her. There is always a bottle of wine or prosecco around to help her 
manage the many demands of life as a freelancer and a parent.

Pamela starts her journey to sobriety at the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic as her family faces financial troubles and life in the 
suburban parks of Johannesburg isn’t so blissful anymore. Through 
her, we experience all the frustration, irritation and surprising 
benefits of going dry. 

In dealing with her dependence on 
alcohol,  Pamela also confronts her 
troubled relationship with her parents. 
While many other sober-curious 
books portray sobriety as the only 
answer, in the end Pam finds a 
sweet spot between total sobriety 
and binge drinking: moderation.

 
PAMELA POWER is a television scriptwriter and script editor. She is also the author 
and co-author of several works of fiction, including Ms Conception, Things Unseen 
and Chasing Marian.

In this honest yet humorous account of her year of not getting 
sh*tfaced, Pamela realises just how much of a crutch alcohol 
has been for her. While many other sober curious books portray 
sobriety as the only answer, Pam finds a sweet spot – moderation.
 

8 March 2023
R280
9781776192427 (p)
9781776192434 (e)
256pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Biography & Memoir
World Rights

MY YEAR OF NOT GETTING SH*TFACED
How I Tried and Failed to Give Up Alcohol and 
Learned the Joys of Moderation
Pamela Power

‘How did a bullied, introverted Pretoria schoolboy become the 
world’s richest person and arguably humanity’s greatest change 
agent? Vlismas’s extensively researched biography does a great job 
of unwrapping Elon Musk’s remarkable life story.’ – Toby Shapshak

28 June 2023
R295
9781776193042 (p)
9781776191628 (e)
TBC272pp
TPB (233 x 152mm)
Biography & Memoir
Southern Africa Rights

ELON MUSK
Risking it All

Michael Vlismas

With an indomitable spirit, supermodel and dietitian-nutritionist 
Maye Musk overcame hardships in life with a no-nonsense attitude 
and the firm belief that while one can always make a plan. In her 
compelling memoir, the mother of South African-born entrepreneur 
Elon Musk shares frank, practical advice on career, beauty, family, 
adventure and more.

15 June 2020 
R260 
9781776190621 (p) 
9781776190638 (e) 
224pp 
Demy (210 x 138 mm) 
Biography & Memoir 
Southern Africa Rights

A WOMAN MAKES A PLAN
Advice for a Lifetime of Adventure, Beauty, and Success

Maye Musk

‘How did a bullied, introverted Pretoria 
schoolboy become one of the world’s richest 

people and arguably humanity’s greatest 
change agent?  Vlismas’s extensively researched 
biography does a great job of unwrapping Elon 
Musk’s remarkable life story.’ – TOBY SHAPSHAK

Often in the news for his audacious business exploits and controversial 

tweets, Elon Musk is a polarising fi gure who inspires some and is loathed 

by others. Who is this boundary-pushing billionaire with grand plans of 

inhabiting Mars and turning Twitter into an everything app? What lies at 

the heart of his outsized ambition?

As an awkward Pretoria schoolboy who loved comics and science fi ction, 

Musk’s early years and singular family background were crucial in his 

formation. Journalist and author Michael Vlismas, who attended the same 

high school as Musk, knows well the environment that shaped him 

and offers new insights into Musk’s development, including his 

troubled relationship with his father. 

Now updated with an extensive interview with his 

father, Errol, this book traces Musk’s remarkable life, 

from his South African childhood to his move to 

Canada at 17 and then to the US – where he built 

Tesla and SpaceX into two of the world’s most 

famous companies. This is the story of a man 

who is utterly unafraid of risk.

M I C H A E L  V L I S M A S

ELON 
MUSK
R I S K I N G  I T  A L L

UPDATED 
WITH NEW 

AFTERWORD

A  W O M A N
M A K E S  A  P L A N
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When Maye Musk decided to make gray hair glamorous, she became 
an international supermodel and worldwide speaker in her sixties – a 
far cry from the young divorcée living in Durban trying to make ends 
meet to provide for her three children.

Things have not always been easy for the mother of South African-
born entrepreneur Elon Musk. She struggled emotionally and 
financially as a single mother to Elon, Kimbal and Tosca, battled 
weight issues and had to restart her life and her practice as a dietician 
in numerous cities over and again.

In her compelling memoir, Maye shares hard-earned wisdom and 
frank, practical advice on careers (the harder you work, the luckier you 
get), family (let those you love go their own way), health (there is no 
magic pill), adventure (make room for discovery, but always be ready 
for anything), and more.

With an indomitable spirit, Maye overcame her hardships with a  
no-nonsense attitude and the firm belief that while one cannot  
control everything, you can always make a plan.
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“ T H E R E ’ S  A N  A F R I K A A N S  S A Y I N G  T H A T  
I  G R E W  U P  W I T H :  ‘ N  B O E R  M A A K  ‘ N  P L A N . ”

JONATHAN BALL PUBLISHERS
JOHANNESBURG & CAPE TOWN

Also available as an ebook

Prinsloo sifts fact from fiction in this revealing unauthorised 
biography of Princess Charlene as she traces her life from humble 
beginnings in Africa, to the Olympics, her jet-set romance and 
fairytale marriage. At its heart, it’s a tale of a woman is search of 
happiness and for her true identity. 

4 October 2022
R265
9781776192212 (p)
9781776192229 (e)
240pp
Demy (210 x 138mm)
Biography & Memoir
World Rights
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In search of 
a princess 

ARLENE PRINSLOO is a veteran journalist who has worked for 
Netwerk24, Rapport, Die Burger and Beeld in a career spanning 
30 years. She has covered royal news as a blogger for Sarie and 

Netwerk24. Prinsloo lives in Cape Town. 

When Charlene Wittstock married Prince Albert 
of Monaco in a star-studded wedding watched by 
millions across the world in 2011, rumours of her 
getting cold feet and her unhappiness about his 

love children swirled around the couple. 

Ever since then, the statuesque Olympic swimmer has been in the 
eye of the paparazzi and the centre of endless tabloid speculation 
and malicious rumour-mongering. Is the bubbly, down-to-earth 
South African lonely in glamorous Monaco? Is it a marriage of 
convenience? What is the status of her health? These are just 
some of the questions that roil so publicly around her.

Journalist Arlene Prinsloo sifts fact from fiction in this revealing 
unauthorised biography of Her Serene Highness Princess Charlene. 
Prinsloo traces her life from humble beginnings in Zimbabwe, Jo- 
hannesburg and Durban to the Olympic Games, her jet-set romance 
with the bachelor prince, the fairy-tale wedding and becoming a 
mother to twins. At its heart, it’s the story of a woman in search of 
happiness for herself and her family – and also of the beginning 
of Charlene defining her own space amid the royal protocol.

CHARLENE
In Search of a Princess

Arlene Prinsloo



For further sales information  
contact Kelly Ansara –  

kelly.ansara@jonathanball.co.za  
or 011 601 8000.

For publishing or rights information
contact Annie Olivier –

annie.olivier@jonathanball.co.za
or 021 469 8900.


